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Evrasiax Mmron In NEwnmax LAKE

Late last fall, we discoversd 2 very voung infesia-
tton of Eurasian Water Milfoil (Mymiophylium
spicatumy) at the South end of Mewman Lake aroumd
e outlet pate area. As disappointing as o was o
find. it was probably inevitable that at some point we
would get it It spreads sazily from even small plame
fragments brought m by boats. Many lakes and nvers
io Mortheast Washington and [daho pachandle have
been fizhting Furastan Milfail for years, inchuding
Liberiy Lake, Loon Lake, Long Lake. Diamond Lake,
Pand Og=ille Biver, Little Spokana river and others,
Formumataly we have causht itan
aarly stags of growth and the arsa
infested is reladvely small, only

about 20 acres. Management and 1_.'”’ I
contral is much easier sspecially if & =
we act soon and keep on top of it

Problem: E Milfollisasb- 000

mersed aguatic plant that has becomy - §

a problem in many of Washington's  “wie 04
lakes and rivers. This imasive non- & 1/ Vi
nafive species is fast prowing. - - -
spreading by plant fragments and N
root systems. It can eventually iy e O 2
produce danss mats that meerfere ahL CEE ':'5:\-\.

with navigation and racraational i
activites such as boatng, swimming \ Fe.
fishing, and water-skiing. It also gt Y
adversaly impacts aquatic acosys-
temns by forming denss fast Zrowing
canopies that often shade out native
vegetation and provide poar habitat
for waterfowl], fish, and other wild-
lzfe. With its fast thick growth it can
alse sigrificantly increase the
decamposing biomass at the end of
the growing season and thersiors
increass the intemal lpading of
murients to the water and dacrsazing
water quality. Becauss of this the
Mewman Lake Flood Conmol Zone
District (MLECZD) i ying to act
quickly to implement a contral plan.
Management:; Effectove man-
AEemant T2quirss a long-term com-
mitment It myeleas frequent
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surveving, implementaton of contrel actdons up o 2
ar 3 ffmes per year, and education. Plans now mehade
surveying the entirs laksshors by boat and'or foot
azam in late spring as we did last fall with follow up
2-3 times during the growing season. Control opbens
inclade diver hand pulling, chemical berbicides,
lbotwom barriers, and mechanical harrestdng among
athers. The most effactive m Wewman Lake at this
fme sesms to be treatment with 240, a selactive
herbicide proven very effective against milfodl with
out impacting natve agquatic vegematon. Then fol-
lowing up with diver hand pullicg
. which is most effective with small
i nfestations and iselated plants, This
s based on advice from Department
y af Ecolopy and Dir. Barry Moore (who
B s ams bad extensive expersnce conirel-
d ling milfodl at Liberty Lake). Bottom
barmiers are difficult to anchor for
£ very long amd alzo bleck native
it _,,- vegefatdon which can help control
Lt milfadl spread. Mechamical harvest-
2 ing in early infastations of Mifoil
usually does meore harm than good as
it spreads plant fagments. The
- Ddstrzet will be preparing a manage-

= ¥~ mentplan in the next couple of

months to review these options and
impacts in more detail We plan to
start surveying and implementing
controls m late spring (ate May or
Jumns). If you would like to pantic-
pate m this process please ses tha
punlic meeting mformation at the end
* af this ariicle.

Eduncation and Identification:
e can use your help in preventing
and identifying any farther soread of
tlis nowions aquatic weed. Pleaze
remave any plant fagments fom
vour boat befors launching m
MNewman Lake. Be espacially carefial
aroand props and intakes where they
snag and hide easily. Alsp kesp your
aves open for any oew mfestations in
your area. Eurasian water nailfodl is a
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submeersed persnnial plant with finsly dizsected
feather-like leaves. The leaves are amanzed m wharls
of 4 around the stem at eack node. Each Burasian
water nulfdl lzaf genarally has 12 or more leaflst
pairs. See photos below. Untl you've seen a few, it
can be easy to confise this with other nathve plaots,
If you think you may have spotted a milfodl plant,
contact me (see contact info below)) and I'll come out
zmd take a look.

Cost; Smce we've cauglht it early, control costs
will hopefully stay managzable. Fernmately the
Newman Lake Flood Conmal Zone Distrect has
received a §50,000 grant from Dept. of Ecology to
manaze Eurasian Water Milfoil zrowih over the next
3 years, We are required to provide only 2 12 5%
(37, 143) match from our Distmict fnds.

Public Meeting: The NLFCZD would like to get
your input and also respend to any guestions or
Cconcems you might kave on these plans. We will ba

Newman Lake Aquatic Management Plan, Draft 3/05

NLPOAMNLWSC NEWSLETTER

Pacr 5

hiolding a pablic mesting to discuss our plans and
aliematives and answer your questions at the April
MWewman Lake Watershed Commeties meeting. [t will
fae held on Wednesday, Apnl 235d at §:30 pm at the
Tr-comrmundty Grange hall Please come! I you
cannot attend bt would like fo receive a copy of the
plan and'or notify me of your concems please comtact
ma 25 noted belpw.

To learn more: If your interzsted m lsammng
meore about aquatic weeds and Eurazian Milfodl, the
Trest place to start 1s the Department of Ecology's web
site for Lakes and aquatic plants at htpo!

WWW.eCy Wa. govpro gramswi link s plants. ifml.

NLFCZD Contact: Maranne Bamentine, Spokane
County Division of Enpinsening and Roads, 102046 W
Broadway, Spokane WA 902680, plona S08-477-7443,
fax 509-477-7478, email:
mbamentine @ spokanec ouniy.org.
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